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Welcome to AP Statistics!  I am looking forward to working with every one of you in our journey to learn statistics.  This is an AP, so it will be necessary to work a little harder, ask more questions, work together as a class and help each other… we are a team – it is my job to help prepare you for the AP exam, and it is your job to work as hard as you can to learn.  Together, we will learn what statistics is all about.

 
Overview

Statistics is sometimes defined to be a branch of mathematics, sometimes a branch of science.  I believe it is a branch of its own, incorporating both mathematics and science.  Unlike the math that you’re used to, we’ll be using phrases such as “there is strong evidence that supports…,” or “the distribution is approximately normal…,” rather than “the exact answer is…,” etc.  Some of the calculations can be quite tedious, so we’ll rely heavily on our TI-83 or TI-84 calculators (sometimes we even joke how this is an AP Calculator class!).
You should be prepared to be an active member of the class.  This means that we’ll be doing in-class activities in order to work with genuine data, and your participation is crucial.  This means not only being a part of the activities, but also a part of the discussions that follow, as well as assisting others understand the material as we learn it.  We will learn that being “statistically literate” means to be able to make reasonable and valid conclusions based on numerical data, which are then used to make reasonable decisions.  These conclusions and decisions are not limited to just mathematics and science, but to all disciplines – history, art, music, language, …  Moreover, most people encounter statistical reasoning in everyday life.  One of our main goals will be to become “statistically literate” people about the data that we encounter on a daily basis. 

  

Course Goals

There are three primary goals on which the course is based that we’ll strive to master throughout the year: 

· a critical perspective with which to analyze statistical graphs and arguments that are so often found in everyday newspapers, magazines, and television;

· a good understanding of some fundamental ideas of statistics, including variability, distribution, association, causation, sampling, experimentation, simulation, confidence, and significance; and

· an ability to apply and interpret the results of a variety of statistical techniques, especially inferential methods.

Materials
Required:  
Notebook (preferably 3-ring binder)

 Paper


Writing utensil (duh!) 
The Practice of Statistics textbook
TI-83 or TI-84 Calculator (if you need one, see me).  

Optional:  
AP Statistics Study book (there are several available for you to purchase)
The AP Statistics Exam is on Thursday May 17, 2018 from noon to 3:30 PM 
Grading:
      Class Work:
Assignments given during class may or may not be graded, you are expected to complete them to master 
the material that is being covered.  
Homework:

Homework/reading assignments will be given daily.  You are expected to complete homework on time and 
come prepared to discuss the concepts.  In order to correct a quiz or retake a test, all homework for 

the chapter must be completed.

Quizzes:

You will have several quizzes per semester (both announced and unannounced) depending on class needs. 

Quizzes may be corrected.  The corrected grade replaces the original grade on the quiz.

Tests:

Tests will be given upon completion of each chapter.  Each chapter test consists of 2 parts (just like 
the AP test):  50% of the grade will be computed from multiple choice and 50% from free response 
questions (FRQ).  Test retakes are possible (although not recommended… they are more difficult).  

In order to retake a test homework and the reading guide for the chapter must be completed and handed in.  
Test retakes must be taken on your own time (before or after school).  Your grade on a retake will be 
computed by averaging your original test grade with the retake.  

Final Exam:
     The final will be 20% of the semester grade.

     Grade Calculation:

      Grading is done on the point system.  AP courses are graded on the 5.0 scale, if you earn a 4.0 in this 

      class it will convert to a 5.0 on your transcript.  Each graded assignment will have a designated point 
      value (usually quizzes and projects range from 20 to 50 points, tests are 100 points).  The percent of points
      you earn out of the total points possible will determine your grade.  The grading scale is
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You have 48 hours to get an absence excused.  Any absence that is NOT excused is considered a “skip” and will result in a grade of 0.

Hartland High School Responsibility Protocol
Hartland High School has an expectation that students will take responsibility for their own learning.  Communicating with teachers is key to student success.  If an issue or question arises pertaining to a particular class, the student should first talk to the teacher in an attempt to resolve it.  If the student feels further discussion is needed, he/she should make an appointment with their counselor.  It is important for students to follow this protocol.  If a parent feels that further discussion is needed, the teacher should be contacted.

Being Successful

Some of the past AP students were asked what advice they’d give you as upcoming AP Statistics students.  Here’s what they had to say in terms of what they believe helped make them successful, and how to make yourselves successful:

Q: Name at least 2 things you would tell the students in next year’s class to expect from  

   APStatistics:
Reading the book is important.

I would tell them to expect a lot of equations and writing, but there are also a lot of fun activities.

If you do not do your homework, expect to fall behind.

The class is a lot of fun because most of the math can be applied to real world situations.  
Expect to study a lot for the tests if you plan on doing well.

Expect on being well prepared for the AP.

Expect to constantly learn, and to have fun.

The class isn’t overly difficult but does require work.  

Put time into reading the book assignments before homework, you’ll understand things so much better.  

You will view statistics so differently after you take this class.
Read your book!! It’s not fun, but it is necessary for success.

Do homework as early as possible, do NOT procrastinate!

Don’t “cram” study, it doesn’t work in this class!

This class is not difficult as long as you pay attention, understand how to use the equations, and can explain (in writing) what you are doing.

Do your homework the day it is assigned.

Get an AP study book and read your textbook for each chapter.

Pay attention (all the time)!

Study, do the homework, read the book and use class time wisely.

Read the textbook because it really helps prepare for the chapter tests.  Also do the homework the night it is assigned.  Don’t wait until the last minute to complete assignments… the more time you put into this class, the better you will do (duh)

STUDY!! Do the homework!!! Listen in class!!

Q:  List at least one piece of advice you’d tell next year’s students to help them prepare for the AP Exam.

[image: image1]Focus on the things you do know and not what you don’t.  Sound like you know what you’re talking about.

[image: image2]Take good notes during the year!

[image: image3]Take the practice exams seriously.

[image: image4]Relax!  Study, but make sure you stay calm – getting nervous only makes it worse.

[image: image5]Do the homework!  It helps SO much.

[image: image6]Get one of those AP Stats prep books, then practice taking the exam.  Don’t wait until the last minute either; start a few months in advance.  Start no later than Spring Break.

[image: image7]Study well before the exam, don’t cram before the test, it can cause a lot of stress.  Also, when doing the free response questions for practice, make sure you show all your work such as check your conditions.  It is better to get into the habit before the AP Exam.

[image: image8]Preparation begins on the first day of class.  Pay attention year-long and you’ll do far better than you would if you just studied the days before the test.

[image: image9]Be confident, don’t flip out.  You know a lot.

[image: image10]Review constantly, even if it’s just skimming through the book.  Believe it or not, doing the homework helps.
Scan for link to classroom website:
[image: image12.png]


[image: image11]
